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Annual kService Conference

Dear Music Colleagues,

Another successful
school year has passed.
| do hope that your year
was productive and re-
warding while you
planned programs, con-
ducted rehearsals, di-
rected and rehearsed

plays, prepared and par-

ticipated in festivals,
competitions and per-
formance trips. | also
hope that your students
excelled musically this
year while participating
in these many activities.

As music educators, we
work tirelessly providing
for the students we

serve and have therefore

committed ourselves to
musical excellence. We
have committed our-
selves not for self gain
but because we are
teaching and training
young musicians and
they deserve our best.

Special thanks are ex-

teach those many novel worked tirelessly in
new ideas, enjoyed the preparation for this con-
amity of friends old and ference. | commend
new, and left refreshed you for your support,
to end the year on a co- eagerness to assist, time
lossal high. and commitment. Spe-
cial thanks are also ex-
tended to the presenters
who gave of their time
and mastery to share
with their peers, from
the latest in technology,
to tips on building, mo-
tivating and retaining a
great choral program, to
"lessons on how to get
your students highly en-
gaged and motivated. |
would be remiss if | did

This year 0s
tions added to the suc-
cess of our conference.
The picnic on the
grounds of our State
Capitol followed by the
Thursday evening open-
ing session gave a fresh
yet, exciting bonus.
Whether you stood or
sat on the lawn or steps
of the Capitol, enjoying
the fellowship of col-
leagues, family, friends
and students and eating
delicious food while lis-
tening to those melodi-
ous voices of one of our
finest Mississippi show
choirs, the atmosphere
was absolutely relaxing.
The opening session
honored outstanding
music teachers who are LUSECRUEIESIES
totally committed tothe p, e si dent i
profession, go beyond
the call of duty with
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tended to those persons their students and are
who attended our State well deserving of the
convention. Your atten- honor and recognition.
dance and participation
made our conference a
great success! | hope
you left energized to

Special thanks to the
board of directors who
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not thank the facilitators for making each session flow smoothly.

As you prepare to enjoy the rest of your summer, our national organization, MENC, has asked that you get
volved and show our nationds | eaders the i mport
signed the Petition for Equal Access to Music Education at our State conference adIfor thid) aButk y o
we must continue the push for music education in all schools. The petition reads:

Be it resolved that we, the undersigned, agree that all Americans should work to enhance and supp
our nationds school s. Educatidan hnal all Americhn leadess toc a | |

Mandatet hat music and the other arts be part of ev

Ensure music and the other arts are included as a part of a balanced education addressing the whole chilc
prepare them for the creative thinking necessary for success in the work force of the future;

Ensure qualified music teachers and sequential curricula be recognized as the basis for providing all stude
with substantive education in music and the other arts;

Ensure programs in music and the other arts provide rigorous instruction, monitor progress and performan
through meaningful assessment, and take place within a structure of accountability to school officials, pare
and the community.

Be it therefore resolved that the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, als
Left Behind, no atyitify music as a core subjecbut alseecognize music education as a manda-
tory componentof every public education curriculum in the United States of America.

A recent research study showed that students who participate in and study music score higher in math anc
lish than those students in schools without a music program. The ridauo§ i ¢ Al oconetoShal |
mind Musicshall/live within the schools with your help. Continue to dedicate yourself to the profession of
teaching music, having higlmality, rigorous lessons, while keeping your students challenged yet motivated.
farther than that extra mile and develop a great music program at your school. Music education should be
datory in every public education curricul um. L

As you plan for continued professional development, please mark your calendars to attend and participate
following:

Mississippi Choral Music Cathjune 2826, 2009

Elementary Fall Workshop$September 235, 2009

Honor Choir Auditions TBA

Jr. High/High School WorkshopsTBA

MMEA/ACDA State Conferenc@April 8310, 201Qp/ease note the date correction)

Please visit the websigvw.msmea.orfgr additional information and registration forms.

Musically,

Linda D. Gibbs, President
Mississippi Music Educators Association


http://www.msmea.org/
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