
Dear Music Colleagues, 

Preparations for the 2010 MMEA/
ACDA Annual State Conference 
are now in progress.  The Execu-
tive Board, Division and All-State 
Honor Choir Chairs and the Advi-
sory Board are working expedi-
tiously to fine tune the confer-
ence activities.  It is our desire to 
provide you the best in profes-
sional development that will yield 
an opportunity to enhance your 
music program.  There are many 
great musical opportunities 
planned for you during this three-
day conference.  We are thrilled 
to offer dynamically energized 
sessions, amazing all-state honor 
choir clinicians, awesome per-
formance choirs and memorable 
Honor Choir concerts. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ
ference: 

Thursday, April 8 

The sessions will begin at 1:00 
p.m.  An auspicious array of ses-
sion topics will be presented.  
Many of the session presenters 
have presented at district work-
shops, other state conferences 
and nationally. 

The conference picnic will be held 
at 5:00 p.m. on the grounds of the 
State Capitol.  While fellowship-
ping with colleagues, friends and 
family, we will enjoy wonderful 
music from one of our finest Mis-
sissippi Show Choirs.  The picnic is 
a ticketed event.  Therefore, 
please pre-register for the confer-
ence and include the picnic when 
registering.  Tickets will not be 
sold during the conference. 

The General Session I (Opening 

Session) will be held at 6:30 
p.m. and is open to all confer-
ence attendees.  During this 
session, we will be honored 
to hear two marvelous per-
formance groups, the key-
note speaker and the Awards 
Ceremony.  The keynote 
speaker will be Dr. Kenneth 
Raessler, retired Director and 
Professor Emeritus of the 
School of Music at Texas 
Christian University.  The 
Awards Ceremony will recog-
nize two teachers for their 
untiring service to the music 
profession.  Please nominate 
a colleague who is passion-
ate, dedicated and gives tire-
lessly to educate his/her stu-
dents.  Nomination forms are 
available on the MMEA web-
site, www.msmea.org. 

 

Friday, April 9 

New to the conference will be 
the General Session II ς Con-
cert Session.  This session will 
be held at 8:30 a.m. at Gallo-
way United Methodist Church 
and is also open to all confer-
ence attendees.  Two fantas-
tic performance groups will 
showcase their talent. 

Also new to the conference, 
our college students will 
gather to meet and greet on 
Friday evening.  Mississippi 
music professors work ex-
tremely hard, preparing our 
collegiate music educators to 
become great musicians for 
the music classroom and be-
yond.  This gathering will al-
low students from various 

Mississippi colleges and uni-
versities to come together 
and network. 

 

Join us for lunch at 11:15 
p.m. at the University Club, 
located in the Regions Build-
ing across from Jackson Mar-
riott Hotel.  The cost is in-
cluded in the conference pre-
registration. 

Immediately after division 
meetings, a reception (light 
refreshments served) will be 
held for all MMEA and 
CMENC members.  This will 
be a time to socialize, re-
group and refresh our minds 
for the next session. 
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Picnic at the Capitol  

Picnic at the Capitol, initiated by the ACDA Board, will be an 

opportunity for all of  the honor choir participants, parents, teach-
ers, and convention registrants to enjoy an informal meal on the 
beautiful capitol lawn catered by The Pig Out Inn.  All honor choir 
students will receive a meal ticket during honor choir check-in.  
Conference attendees, parents, and siblings must purchase a ticket 
when they pre-register.  No meal tickets will be sold on-site. Please 
see the registration form or check with your honor choir chairman 
to purchase your picnic tickets. 

BBQ 

Saturday, April 10 

Our finest young musicians will have the experience of working with outstanding Honor Choir clinicians who work diligently to 

prepare their melodious voices for the Honor Choir concerts.  The concerts will be held at Galloway United Methodist Church.  

The doors will open and seating will begin at 10:00 a.m.   The first concert will begin at 10:30 a.m.  This will be a memorable 

event ς come, sit back and marvel at the magnificent melodious voices of these young musicians. 

 

Elections will take place during the conference.  Two outstanding very capable, music educators are vying for the position of 
MMEA President-Elect.    All MMEA members are asked to vote.  Voting will take place during registration.  All votes should be 
cast before 10:00 a.m. Friday, April 9.  Additional information about the candidates is located within this journal. 

 

While attending the conference, visit the Exhibit Hall.  Exhibitors will be available to discuss the latest in resources, materials and 
technology for the music classroom.  Plan now and mark your calendars to attend the 2010 MMEA/ACDA Annual State Confer-
ence, which will be held April 8 ς 10 at the Jackson Marriott and Galloway United Methodist Church.  Registration forms, Music 
Educator Nomination forms and additional information may be downloaded via the MMEA website:  www.msmea.org. 

 

Linda D. Gibbs, President 

Mississippi Music Educators Association 

http://www.msmea.org/
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MMEA/ACDA State Convention ~ April 8 ï 10, 2010 

All -Conference Picnic Ticket Reservation Form  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT:  NO PICNIC TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE MMEA/ACDA STATE CONFERENCE. 
 

Pre-purchased picnic tickets may be picked up during conference registration. 

 

Parent Name _____________________________________________________ 

 
Home Phone ________________________ Cell Phone____________________ 

 
E-mail___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Teacherôs Name ___________________________________________________ 

 
School Name and City ______________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Number of Picnic Tickets Requested @ $10.00 each = $__________ 

 

                                                            TOTAL  AMOUNT  Enclosed =  $__________ 

 
 

(Make Check/Money Order Payable to:  ñMMEA/ACDA Convention Fundò) 

 
 
Mail completed form and payment to:   

                              Patsy Gilmore, P. O. Box 61, Florence, MS  39073  

 

 

Must be postmarked by:   March 1, 2010  

PICNIC  TICKET  RESERVATION  FORM 

ONLY  FOR 

Parents, Chaperones and 

Non-All-State Honor Choir Students 

NOTE:  All-State Honor Choir student participant picnic tickets are included within their registration. 
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MMEA/ACDA TEACHER CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM  

Name___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip____________________________________ ______________ E-mail___________________________ 

 

School Name and City_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MENC/ACDA ID# and Expiration Date__________________________Non-Member_____________ 

(Must show at least one valid membership card at registration) 

 

Member Pre-registration     $  80   ______                               

Member On-site registration      $ 105  ______ 

Non-Member Teacher               $ 165  ______                                               

Collegiate Member                    $   25   ______                

Spouse (non-music teacher)    $   30  ______                       

Retired Member                        $    0   ______   

Thursday Picnic Ticket   $  10   ______ 

 

NOTE:  Pre-Registration Fees cover the Friday Luncheon. 

Those who register on-site will need to pay an additional $20 to attend the luncheon. 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________   

MAKE CHECK/MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:  ò MMEA/ACDA CONVENTION FUND.ó 

No school purchase orders accepted!  Payment must accompany registration form. 

Mail payment attached to registration form to:  Patsy Gilmore, P.O. Box 61, Florence, MS 39073, 

601-845-2832   Email: patsygilmore@windstream.net      MUST BE POSTMARKED BY March 1, 2010!   

 

Schedule 
April 8: Registration - 11:00 a.m. 

 Honor Choir Rehearsals  

   begin at 1:00 p.m. 
 

April 8: Picnic/Entertainment - Capitol Grounds 
  

April 8: Opening Session - 6:30 p.m. 
 

April 9: Sessions and Honor Choir Rehearsals 
 

April 10: Honor Choir Concerts      

 

Please check appropriate areas of service: 

 

Elementary_______, Middle School_______, General Music_______, Junior High_______, Senior High_______, 

 

Choral_______, Collegiate_______, University/College_______, Retired_______, Band_______ 

Renewing or joining MMEA or ACDA?  Join online or 

you may make out a separate check for membership 

dues paid at the convention.  If you are joining both 

organizations, you will need separate checks to be 

attached to the application for membership.    

Hotel Reservations:  Call 1-800-256-9194.   

On-line registration will not get you the convention rate.  Rooms 

are $132.84 per night taxes included. Hotel parking for commuting 

guests in the garage is $5 per day.   Deadline for reservation is March 1, 

2010.  If you are paying with a school check, your charges will be 

$119.75 per night, but you must present a tax-exempt certificate from 

your school and pay with a SCHOOL CHECK.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Expedite 

your registration by sending payment on a school check, a copy of your 

tax-exempt letter, and your student rooming list to:  The Jackson Mar-

riott, Attention:  Gloria Cooley, 200 East Amite, Jackson, MS 39201. 
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To make your hotel reservation for MMEA/ACDA Convention, call 1-800-256-9194.  On-line registration will not 

get you the convention rate.  Rooms are $132.84 per night.  Parking for commuting guests in the garage is $5 per day.   Dead-

line for reservation is March 1, 2010.  If you are paying with a school check, your charges will be $119.75 per night, but you must 

present a tax-exempt certificate from your school and pay with a SCHOOL CHECK.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Expedite your registration by 

sending payment on a school check, a copy of your tax-exempt letter, and your student rooming list to:  The Jackson Marriott,  

Attention:  Gloria Cooley, 200 East Amite, Jackson, MS 39201. 

Male or Female 

1. __________________________ 

2. __________________________ 

3. __________________________ 

4. __________________________ 

R.A.________________________ 

 

Male or Female 

1. __________________________ 

2. __________________________ 

3. __________________________ 

4. __________________________ 

R.A .________________________ 

 

 

Student Rooming List ONLY  for  

All-State Honor Choir Participants, Student Groups and Responsible Adults 

2010 Student Rooming List for the Marriott Hotel  

MISSISSIPPI MUSIC EDUCATORS/CHORAL DIRECTORS  

 
 

 

 
 

This form is only for conference attendees who are bringing All-State Honor Choir student participants and/or groups of 
students that will be staying at the Marriott Hotel. Please complete the following information and fax it to 601-355-1189, 
Attention: Gloria Cooleyðor to EXPEDITE your registration, mail this form along with a school check ($119.75 per 
room reserved) and a copy of your schoolôs tax exempt letter to: The Jackson Marriott, Attention: Gloria Cooley, 200 

East Amite, Jackson, MS 39201.   

 

ADVISOR/TEACHER________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  Home____________________School____________________Cell______________________ 

E-mail Address______________________________________________________________________ 

School:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Check In Date:  _______________Arrival Time: _______________Check Out Date:______________ 
 
Number of Buses or Vans:____________(Parking for Van or Bus will be $10.00 per day per meter)  Bus-3 meters- ($30 per day)  

Van-2 meters ($20 per day).  For conference guests staying at the Marriott, parking will be $4 per day.  For other conference participants 
using the garage, the cost will be $5 per car per day. 

 

Please indicate the names of the persons who will be occupying/sharing each room being reserved and indicate who will 

Male or Female 

1. __________________________ 

2. __________________________ 

3. __________________________ 

4. __________________________ 

R.A.________________________ 

 

Male or Female 

1. __________________________ 

2. __________________________ 

3. __________________________ 

4. __________________________ 

R.A .________________________ 

 

 

Male or Female 

1. __________________________ 

2. __________________________ 

3. __________________________ 

4. __________________________ 

R.A.________________________ 

 

Male or Female 

1. __________________________ 

2. __________________________ 

3. __________________________ 

4. __________________________ 

R.A .________________________ 

 

 





2010 ACDA/MMEA ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  CLINICIANS  
AND  SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Make It and Take It Movement ς Parts I and II 

Clinician:  Marti Bessinger 

Participants will consider the role of movement within the everyday music class session will focus on how to 
ƎǳƛŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊƳ-ups, singing games, dances and creative move-

ƳŜƴǘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ  /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άhǊŦŦέ ǇƭŀȅΦ 

 

Possibilities and Prose and Poetry ς Parts I and II 

Clinician:  Marti Bessinger 

Participants will investigate the whacky poems of Shel Silverstein to the lyrical writing of Cynthia Rylant and 
DŜǊŀƭŘ aŎ5ŜǊƳƻǘǘΦ  ! ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ 

dramatization, shadow play, instrumental improvisation and composition within an Orff Schulwerk setting. 

Marti Bessinger teaches music and movement at East Elementary in the Weatherford Public School District.  
She is organist and director of the children and youth choirs for the First United Methodist Church in 
Weatherford.  Marti also serves as an adjunct instructor for Southwestern Oklahoma State University where 
she teaches music education classes, including Orff Schulwerk training.  Marti holds a bachelor degree in mu-
sic education and music therapy from Southwestern Oklahoma State University and master of music in piano 
performance from the University of Oklahoma.  She received her Orff Certification from the University of 
Saint Thomas and has advanced studies in Orff Schulwerk from George Mason University in Virginia and 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas.  She is an active Orff clinician in Oklahoma. 

 

Session: Copyright and Contracts for Musicians (Who Just Happen to Be Music Educators) 

Clinician:  Tonya Butler, Esquire, LL.M. 

Most resources on copyright for music educators are outdated or only address the use of copyright 

in an instructional setting.  This dynamic, detailed and easy-to-understand seminar describes how 

to manage and protect not just the music you license for educational purposes, but your 

personal compositions and recordings as well as those of your students. 

Tonya Denise Butler, Esq., LL.M., Entertainment Attorney at the Law Firm of Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs;  Coor-
dinator of the Music Business Program and Assistant Professor of Music Industry at the Rudi E. Scheidt School 
of Music, University of Memphis, holds a Juris Doctorate from California Western School of Law, San Diego, 
California, and a Master of Laws in Entertainment and Media from Southwestern University School of Law in 
Los Angeles, California. Attorney Butler joined the University of Memphis faculty in the fall of 2004 after 
spending the summer studying International Entertainment, Media and Sports Law at the famed Fitzwilliam 
University in Cambridge, England.  In 2009, she was named Chairman of the Memphis and Shelby County Mu-
sic Commission and authored her first book entitled Copyright and Contracts for Musicians (Who Just Happen 
to be Music Educators), available in bookstores spring 2010.  For more information, log on to 
www.professorbutler.com. 
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Session:  Off the Page ς A Collection of Choral Energizers 

Clinicians:  Joseph and Andrea Coleman 

Come and experience choral energizers to maintain focus and energy throughout your rehearsal.  

Engage in activities that include mixers, body percussion, solfege activities and movement. 

 

Joseph and Andrea Coleman, a husband and wife team, have been teaching in the Jackson-metro area 
for nineteen years. Andrea is the Artistic Director and Founder of Cantabile Youth Chorale, a Jackson area 
choir for girls in grades 3 through 12.  Joseph is the principal accompanist for Cantabile and is the music 
specialist at Saint Anthony Catholic School in Madison. 

Andrea and Joseph received Bachelor of Music Education degrees from Delta State University.  Andrea 
earned the Master of Music Education degree with vocal emphasis also from that same school.  Both mu-
sicians have received Levels I through III Orff Certification and a Master Class Certificate with Jos Wytock 
and have completed Level I in Kodaly training.  Joseph is the current President of the Mississippi Orff 
Chapter and Andrea serves on the board as treasurer. 

Joseph has taught general music in the elementary classroom for eighteen years with particular expertise 
in teaching singing, recorder, folk dancing and barred instruments.  Andrea has taught music classes at 
both the elementary and collegiate levels.  The couple are frequent adjudicators and have been present-
ers at music conventions in Alabama, Kentucky, Colorado, Florida, Wisconsin and Mississippi. 

Andrea is on the board of MMEA as Editor of the state journal, is Past-President of the MMEA Elementary 
Division and is President-Elect of all divisions of MMEA.  In 1999, Andrea was the recipient of the Out-
standing Young Music Educator Award presented annually by MMEA. 

 

Session: Technology for the Twenty-First Century Choir 

Clinician:  Phillip L. Copeland 

Technology is reshaping every part of our lives.  With every new cell phone sold and webpage created, we 
are becoming more linked and more dependent on electronic devices and internet connections.  This ses-
sion takes a different look at the role of technology in the life of the music educator.  Here, we examine 
how new tools and new ideas can enable us to reach a new generation of students, do our jobs more 

efficiently, and impact the lives of our students and ensembles. 

 

Dr. Philip Copeland is in his ninth year as Associate Professor of Music at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham (UAB) where he serves as Director of Choral Activities. 

/ƘƻƛǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 5ǊΦ /ƻǇŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
stage ς most recently as a featured performer at the 2010 ACDA Regional Convention in Memphis, Ten-
nessee and the November 2009 National Collegiate Choral Organization (NCCO) convention in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  His choir is a frequent participant in international choral competitions, winning awards in the 2008 
Fleischman International Choral Competition in Cork, Ireland and the 2005 Florlilege Vocal de Tours in 
Tours, France. 

5ǊΦ /ƻǇŜƭŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ !/5!Ωǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ 
state, regional and national conventions of the American Choral Directors Association in the area of tech-
nology.  He is married to Leigh and father of triplet six-year old daughters, Catherine, Caroline, and Claire. 
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Session:  Taking Your Choir to the Next Level I 

Clinician:  Dr. Lawrence Edwards 

{ƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƘȅǘƘƳǎΦ  bƻǿΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 
work to define what it means to sing musically, and explore ways to teach our ensemble to sing musically.  

Participants will be asked to become the demonstration choir. 

 

Session:  Taking Your Choir to the Next Level II 

Clinician:  Dr. Lawrence Edwards 

In this session we will talk about the importance of word pronunciation and diction in creating an effective 
choral performance.  We will also examine the importance of dynamics in the performance process.  Par-

ticipants will be asked to become the demonstration choir. 

Dr. Lawrence Edwards is a Director of Choral Activities at the University of Memphis Rudi E. Scheidt School 
of Music in Memphis, Tennessee, a position held since 1987.  He is also Artistic Director of the Memphis 
Symphony Chorus, a position held since 1988.  He conducts the University Singers, the 65 ς voice concert 
choir at the University.  The University Chamber Choir and directs Sound Fuzion, a pop vocal/instrumental 
ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜΦ  IŜ ƛǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ aƻȊŀǊǘΩǎ 
άwŜǉǳƛŜƳέΣ ±ŀǳƎƘƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ά{Ŝŀ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅέΣ 5ǳǊǳŦƭŜΩǎ άwŜǉǳƛŜƳέ .ŀŎƘΩǎ ά.-aƛƴƻǊ aŀǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ά{ŀƛƴǘ 
WƻƘƴΩǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳǇƘƛǎ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ άaŜǎǎƛŀƘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ {ȅƳπ
phony Orchestra.  He is also active as a choral clinician throughout the country. 

 

Dr. Edwards received his undergraduate degree in Music Education from Seattle Pacific University, where 
he directed the Seattle Pacific Singers.  He holds both Masters and Doctoral degrees from the University of 
Illinois in Champaign.  Prior to assuming his position at the University of Memphis, he was Director of Cho-
ral Activities at West Virginia University in Morgantown, West Virginia. 

 

Session:  Reap What You Sow:  Planting the Seed for Healthy Male Singing 

Clinician:  Jabarie Glass 

 

Realize the potential of your young male singers!  This session will present warm-ups, rehearsal techniques, 
and educational resources that will aid choral directors in setting a firm foundation for healthy and 

beautiful singing from the men in your choir.  The men of the Southaven High School Choral Program 

will serve as a demonstration group for this session. 

 

Session: ά!ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ς Putting Musical Criteria in the Grading Process 

Clinician:  Dr. Richard Grunow 

For years teachers have relied on attitude, attendance, and practice time to determine grades in music 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜπ

ment based on behaviors suggested in the National Standards.  Vocal, general and instrumental 

teachers at all levels are invited to attend. 

 



Session: Reading the Choral Score 

Clinician:  Dr. Richard Grunow 

Participants in this session will be introduced to The Choral Score Reading Program, a program designed to 1)
develop skills in analyzing a choral score, and 2)develop skills in detecting errors in choral ensemble perform-

ance.  Procedures for assessing error detection will also be described. 

 

Session: Understanding Learning:  The Foundation for Teaching 

Clinician:  Dr. Richard Grunow 

How to teach music is often given priority over how children learn music.  An understanding of learning may 
change the way you teach.  This session is for music teachers in all areas who wish to improve their under-

standing of the music learning process and their musicianship skills for teaching. 

 

Richard F. Grunow is Professor of Music Education at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York.  A 
leading innovator in beginning instrumental music instruction, Dr. Grunow is an active lecturer and clinician, 
having presented extensively throughout the United States and Europe. 

 

Professor Grunow is author of numerous articles and publications and principal author of Jump Right In:  The 
Instrumental Series, a comprehensive beginning instrumental method for recorder, woodwinds, brass, 
strings, and percussion.  His research and teaching focus on applications of Music Learning Theory to instru-
mental music instruction;  instrumental and choral score reading;  and assessment. 

 

A Wisconsin native, Dr. Grunow received a Bachelor of Science in Music Education from the University of 
Wisconsin ς Platteville and taught instrumental music for seven years in Beloit, Wisconsin.  He received a 
Master of Music and a Ph. D. in Music Education from the University of Michigan prior to his appointment at 
Eastman in 1979. 

 

Session:  LǘΩǎ !ƛƴΩǘ tŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ²ƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŜ (The perfectly imperfect elementary music classroom ς and 
National Boards) 

Clinician:  Jennifer Milner 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ bh ²!¸ L Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΗΗέ  άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΗέ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ![[ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

some of us are there now or still there.  Great things are possible in every situation.  The cornerstones of an 
effective learning environment are passion for music, passion for children, consistency and continuity.  

Building upon these four things, a music educator can provide a nurturing environment for successful experi-
ences with music.  An absence of one factor could constitute and unfulfilling musical experience for you and 
your students.  No classroom is perfect, and we never feel as though we have EXACTLY what we need to be 

effective teachers, much less National Board teachers.  In this session, Jennifer Milner will present what 

she has done and facilitate discussion on what can be done in other situations. She will show video clips 

ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ ōƻǳƴŘέΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ άǎǘŜŀƭέ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΗΗ 

 



MS MUSIC NEWS 

Session: ²Ƙŀǘ ¢ƻ 5ƻ ²ƘŜƴ ¸ƻǳ 5ƻƴΩǘ IŀǾŜ ! /ƭǳŜ 

Clinician:  Mary Moak 

Music educators are often called upon to teach subjects or sponsor clubs and activities that are not in 

their degree or certification area.  This session will help you discover that you already have the tools 

to be successful in whatever setting you may find yourself. 

 

Mary Moak is a native of Kentucky and graduate of Clewiston High School in Clewiston, Florida, Mary made 
her way to Mississippi in 1989 to attend Mississippi College in Clinton, MS.  There she earned a Bachelor of 
Music in Vocal Music Education and met her husband Tim.   She and Tim have two children, a 6th grade 
daughter, Morgan, and a 3rd grade son, Mason.  Mary spent the first 12 years of her teaching career in ele-
mentary music classrooms in Clinton, Florence, and West Point, Mississippi.  She taught her music students 
using elements of Dalcroze, Kodaly, and Orff process.  In 2006, Mary made the leap to teach middle school-
ers, a move she used to tell her husband she would never make.  In teaching choral music to 6th, 7th, and 8th 
graders, Mary has found a whole new world of teaching that is both challenging and surprisingly rewarding.   

 

Session: ²Ƙŀǘ 5ƻ ¢ƘŜǎŜ WǳŘƎŜǎ ²ŀƴǘ !ƴȅǿŀȅΚΧŀƴŘ ²Ƙŀǘ aŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ {ǳŎƘ 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎΚ  

Clinician:  Martha Neilson 

 

Providing ample Q & A opportunities, this session will feature a panel of four proven choral music judges  

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΥ ŀΦ  ƧǳŘƎŜǎΩ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōΦ  ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ 

adjudication sheets, c.  what judges look for when adjudicating junior/senior high school 

choruses/ensembles, d.  director strategies for improving scores 

Martha Neilson - A native of Oxford, Mississippi, Martha Bryant Neilson received her Bachelor and Master of 
Music degrees from the University of Mississippi, the Intermediate Orff Music Education Certificate from 
Memphis State University, and further graduate credits from Mississippi College, Millsaps College and the 
University of Southern Mississippi. 

aǎΦ bŜƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ-two year teaching and conducting career includes positions at Callaway High School, St. 
!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  IŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳƴƎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ WŀŎƪπ
son Choral Society, Mississippi Opera, and the choirs of Jackson State University, Millsaps College, and Pearl 
ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ŀƳǇ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  aǎΦ bŜƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ .Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ 
Class trophies in three states and have performed in Carnegie Hall and Europe. 

Ms. Neilson has held many professional leadership positions, has adjudicated choir festivals in four states, 
and has received the ACDA Ernestine Ferrell Award recognizing lifelong achievement in choral music. 

 

Session: ¢ƘŜ /ƘƻǊŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ {ŀƴƛǘȅ Φ Φ Φ ŀƴŘ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ 

Clinician:  Randy Pagel 

 

This session will provide practical information and solutions to help you with classroom/rehearsal manage-
ment.  Getting a beautiful sound out of your young singers, simple yet effective conducting techniques, 

ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ 

 



  

Randy Pagel conducts many honor choirs, clinics, and workshops around the country (over 30 states!) in 
the area of Junior High/Middle School Choral Music, including at the national ACDA Convention in New 
York City.  His Ritchie Valens Medley is published by the Hal Leonard Corporation, and he is the author of 
the top-ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪΣ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƻǊŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ {ŀƴƛǘȅΦΦΦŀƴŘ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ aǳǎƛŎ 
Press. 

His choirs from Thurman White Middle School, nationally renowned for their musically sophisticated, 
beautiful choral tone, performed several times at Carnegie Hall in New York City, the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D. C., Orchestra Hall in Chicago, and at state, division, and national conventions for both the 
American Choral Directors Association and the Music Educators National Conference. 

 

Session: Music Writing for Grades K-3 

Clinician:  Dr. Andrew Paney 

 

Can Kindergarteners take dictation?  Students love to write music they know.  How can we 

empower them to take what they know and write it down?  This session will demonstrate 

ear-training experiences for young students from Kindergarten to Third Grade.  Practical examples 

of music-writing activities for young children will be provided. 

 
Dr. Andrew Paney teaches music education classes at Ole Miss.  A new resident of Mississippi, he comes 
from teaching public school music in Illinois and Texas.  He is most interested in teaching music literacy 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎƘƛǇ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ¢ŜȄŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻǊǳǎ ƛƴ [ǳōōƻŎƪΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 
while completing graduate study.  During the summer, Dr. Paney teaches in the Portland State University 
Kodaly Certification Workshop. 

 

Session:  Start Strong and Thrive:  Ideas, Resources, and Strategies for Entering a First Year Placement 
with Long Term Success 

Clinician:  Brian Peterson 

This session engages collegiate MENC and newly credentialed candidates entering first professional place-
ƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƘŜŀŘǎ ǳǇέ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΥ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΚ  ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΚ  

How does one balance the unique daily demands of teaching music?  Retired MMEA educators 

welcome as we offer insight to help our newest teachers start strong in our profession for a lifetime 

of excellence and service. 

 

Session: Aspiring to Excel:  Avoiding Music Teacher Burnout 

Clinician:  Dr. Kenneth Raessler (biographical information included on page 13) 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊŜŀŘŜŘ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άōǳǊƴƻǳǘΦέ  wŜŀƭ ƻǊ ǇŜǊπ
ceived, it is often listed as a major reason for the high rate of music teacher attrition in this country.  We 

desperately need every good music teacher we have.  Strategies will be presented to eliminate the chronic 
ŦŀǘƛƎǳŜ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΦ 



Session:  T Clinician: Dr. Sandra M. Schwartz 

Session: Aspiring to Excel:  Building the Necessary Support 
Clinician:  Dr. Kenneth Raessler 

Selling your program to the community is essential, for the community will in turn sell it to the school 
board, the administration, the parents, and yes, even the students!  Music educators must 

understand  that they are the least effective persons to promote their own program.  They must 
choreograph others to do this very important work. 

 

Session: Aspiring to Excel:  The Importance of Relationships 

Clinician:  Dr. Kenneth Raessler 

Developing those relationships that nurture our energy and create positive environments is essential.  This 
session will explore the mystique of positive and professional relationships with the understanding that 
these relationships are the lifeblood of programmatic, personal and professional support.  If we cannot 
ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

hŦ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ άƭƛƪŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΚέ 

 

Session: Music Education in the 21st Century:  A Look into the Crystal Ball  

Clinician:  Dr. Kenneth Raessler 

This session will provide a look into the crystal ball to suggest what could/should happen in the future of 
Music Education in the United States.   The changing family tradition and consequently the changing char-
acter of students, along with the rise of new technologies and new curriculum demands continues to create 
change in our profession.  Will the National Standards enhance school performing groups throughout the 

USA?  What are the implications for general music, early childhood education, and teacher education?  This 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ άŀƘŀΩǎέ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ άŀƘŀΩǎέ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΦ 

 

Session: Captivating Children for Concepts 

Clinician:  Roybeth Savage 

Session will demonstrate the use of puppets and other teaching aids to stimulate interest in 

mastering concepts.  Ideas for multi-sensory teaching will be addressed.  Session was presented 

for AOSA in Milwaukee.   

Roybeth Savage is a retired elementary music specialist from the Northside Independent School District in 
San Antonio, Texas.  Certified in both Orff and Kodaly pedagogies, she is a frequent presenter for confer-
ences and staff development.  Roybeth is a graduate with high honors from the University of North Texas 
and has a Masters of Music from Southern Methodist University.  A church musician, she also maintains an 
active piano studio.  Roybeth and her husband Ed, own Ability Plus Puppets. 

 

Session:  Maintaining A Healthy Teaching Voice 

Clinician: Dr. Sandra M. Schwartz 

Music educators often experience vocal strain resulting from overuse or misuse.  During this session, the 
audience will experience techniques for balancing the vocal demands of teaching while maintaining 
a healthy voice.  Participants will learn to recognize signs of vocal deterioration, and strategies for 

alleviating these problems will be discussed. 



  

Session:  Troubleshooting Common Choral Problems 

Clinician: Dr. Sandra M. Schwartz 

Many common choral ensemble problems may be resolved with simple movement activities or imagery.  
In this session, we explore these issues, solutions, and proactive exercises that help students begin to 

feel and hear when they are singing correctly.  Troubleshooting ensemble problems can be as easy 

as getting the choir to move! 

Dr. Sandra Schwartz is Assistant Professor of Music Education at West Virginia University where she 
teaches Choral Music Methods and Materials, Voice Class, Vocal Pedagogy, Instruction to Music Education, 
Foundations of Music Education, Psychology of Music, and Research Methods.  She also supervises stu-
dent teachers and the student-directed ensemble Mountaineer Chorale.  Her research interests include 
vocal health of music educators, voice science, and the use of technology in music methods courses.  Dr. 
Schwartz has presented papers and workshops at many conferences, including Florida MEA, Pennsylvania 
MEA, West Virginia MEA, Southern Division MENC, National MENC, Society for Music Teacher Education 
(SMTE), College Music Society National Conference, and Australian Society for Music Education.  Her re-
search has been published in the Journal of Research in Music Education.  She earned her Ph. D. in Music 
Education from the University of Miami.  Dr. Schwartz is a member of MENC, ACDA, NATS, CMS and Sigma 
Alpha Iota. 

 

Session: Reading and Understanding the International Alphabet 

Clinician:  Carol Joy Sparkman 

Using the International Phonetic Alphabet in the choral rehearsal and music classroom to communicate 
more clearly vowel and consonant sounds in preparation of choral literature. 

Carol Joy Sparkman, a member of the Mississippi College music faculty since 1987, serves as teacher of 
language diction, is a vocal coach/accompanist, coordinator of accompanying, directs the Vocal Jazz En-
semble, Mixed Company, and is Musical Director for the Opera Theater.  Sparkman received the Bachelor 
of Music in Education and a Master of Music in Vocal Coaching/Accompanying degrees from Mississippi 
College.  She serves on the Mississippi American Choral Directors Association Board as Repertoire and 
Standards Chair for Vocal Jazz.  In the summer of 2006, with music department faculty member Robert 
Knupp, she created and co-directed the first Music Camp at Mississippi College (MC@MC). The camp has 
grown this year to 60 students in Junior High and High School who will be studying keyboard or voice.  
Sparkman has presented workshops on language diction at Mississippi ACDA/MMEA conventions, Choral 
Directors Workshop at Mississippi College, and Jackson Public Schools.  She has assisted choirs in prepara-
tion for contests and provided diction coaching for choral programs across the state.  In the summer of 
2008, Carol Joy was the Master Teacher at Lakeshore Choral Camp in Morton, Mississippi. 

March:  Music in our Schools Month 
Visit www.menc.org for more information 

mailto:MC@MC


A  conservative man of faith and integrity, Congressman 
Gregg Harper took the Oath of Office in January 2009 to 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛΩǎ ¢ƘƛǊŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎπ
trict. Gregg has lived in the district he serves since 1972 
and currently resides in Pearl with his wife of 30 years, 
Sidney, and their two children, Livingston and Maggie. 
The Harpers are active members of Crossgates Baptist 
Church where Gregg serves as a deacon and a college 
Sunday school teacher. 

 

Prior to being sworn-in, his peers elected him as the 
freshman on the Republican 

Steering Committee in the House of Representatives. 
Gregg was also honored to have been appointed by Re-
publican Leader John Boehner as the only freshman to 
serve on the Committee on House Administration. Con-
gressman Harper also sits on the Committee on the Judici-
ary, the Committee on the Budget, the Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct, and the Joint Committee 
for the Library of Congress. 

 

Before joining the 111th Congress, Gregg Harper prac-
ticed law for twenty-seven years, including serving as the 

prosecuting attorney for the cities of Brandon and Richland. Gregg is active in his community as a member of 
both the Pearl and Rankin County Chambers of Commerce. A strong advocate for our Second Amendment 
rights, he is a Life Member of the National Rifle Association. Gregg Harper has long been involved as a volun-
teer in the Republican Party. He has worked for many years to advance the conservative agenda by assisting 
in local, county and statewide Republican elections, and volunteered as a Republican Observer during the 
2000 Bush-Gore recount in Florida. From 2000 to 2007, Gregg served as the Chairman of Rankin County Re-
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

 

The son of a former petroleum engineer and an 85-year-old mother who still works two days a week, Gregg 
learned at a young age the value of hard work and the importance of solid education. Gregg and Sidney are 
both graduates of Mississippi College, where Gregg studied Chemistry. He then earned his law degree from 
the University Of Mississippi School Of Law in 1981. 

 

In taking his Congressional Oath of Office on January 6th, 2009, Gregg Harper committed to serve the state of 
Mississippi and his country with honor and dignity. Congressman Harper desires to accomplish this goal 
through advocating true conservative values in his work in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Representative Harper to  
Speak for Luncheon  

U.S. Representative Gregg Harper (RςMiss.) 


